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Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
CES TM SEC ad ETT 
Carpets *« Vinyl « Ceramic Tiles 
Pom AN te qo iis feo 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 
Give us acall - We can help! 


Phone 0118 9673596 


wood lane dentistry 


7 eo 
Vikram Chogant HDS MEDS CSE dM ae 
Jessica Lee ATS \FDS ROS j 
Clecedia Welland BOS MEDS I Csi 
Dipesh Kethan BOS WEDS ROSBd 


» Your local family friendly pragtica ~ 
* Routine general dentistry % 7 
* Affordable dental plans with Denpit 7 
* Children seen on the NHS 

* Tooth whitening 

* Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

* Invisable braces 

* Sedation for nervous patients 

* Free parking 


Now taking on new patients 


use MRD 


vy 
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saturday and evening appointments available 


Happy Healthy 


Smiles... 


@& Denpian 




















Spring is here and the daffodils around the village are looking good! An exciting new venture for the 
Sonning Common magazine has been proposed and will be led by Colleen Paviour. We are holding an 
evening discussion event ‘What makes a village? Please come and share your views. More details on page 4. 


The In Focus pages, written by the Mick Stanyer (who developed the ‘Urban Jungle’ garden 
that you may remember in last September’s issue) has written an update from the days of 
wireless radio ‘Two Way Family Favourites’ to the amazing technology now installed for the 
British Forces overseas. It will be serialised over the next couple of issues 


Our much respected, highly regarded and well-loved Dr Andrew Burnett is leaving the 
Health Centre at the end of March and in an interview, he has shared his thoughts on how the 
practice has changed, driven by medical needs, and included some predictions for the future 
of the NHS. 


Leah Tilley in The Edge has linked the Simpsons with the prediction of Trump’s election. An 
amusing and fascinating piece. Finally, the ‘piece de resistance’, is the village protest against 
95 homes on SON 6 which is described on the Parish page, celebrating our triumph for local 
democracy. 


| have mentioned five notable articles but there is lots more in the magazine which | hope 
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kevin@tensevennine.com 
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Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading 
Berkshire RG4 9SJ Telephone 0118 9722626 


you will enjoy. If they stimulate you to write something | would be delighted. 


www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 
, Print: Rick Peedell 


Freeview | Freeew (]@ 


www. woodlanedentistry.co.uk 


Thinking of moving? 


For a free valuation or to enquire about 
one of the properties in our varied portfolio 
please contact Richard Beville or Sara Galbraith 


Brenal te 


elements 
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; Visit our stunning showroom: 
> -— waa oe meatanclamn(ecleMint--lellaemnC CO Mn =\ 
| Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.uk 





= info@beville.co.uk 
@ www.beville.co.uk 
« +44 (0)118 924 25 26 


® 28 Peppard Road 
Sonning Common 
NYole (4s O><ol ME NCES) 


SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL 


GROVE ROAD 
SONNING COMMON 


01138 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 
& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 














Xplor Ltd 
rick@xplor-pm.co.uk 
07766 254422 / O118 9471955 


Cover image: WORLD BOOK DAY AT SCPS 


While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy 
of information printed in this magazine, the editor 
and the publisher cannot accept any responsibility 
for the consequences of errors that occur. 
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‘GHOPPER-MAD CYCLIST. [\ 


LAUNCHES ON YOUR BIKE! 


“Cycling gives you a sense of freedom,” 
Henley cyclist, Matt Richardson, told 
children at Sonning Common Primary 
School. “You can’t beat the feeling of 
going fast in the open air, particularly on 
the flat or down hills. It’s like flying”. 


Matt Richardson inspired children to sign 
up for this year’s On Your Bike, which is 
on Sunday 2nd April, with stories of 
pedalling his 1975 Raleigh Chopper bike 
up mountains, often overtaking cyclists 
who were much better equipped. 


Matt also set a World Hour Record on his 
vintage chopper and his escapades have 
helped raise thousands of pounds to 
fight blood cancer. 


“If you’re worried about the distance,” 
Matt told the children, “Don’t ride too 





fast at the beginning. Don’t worry about 
how fast everyone else is going. The ride 













is about what you yourself can achieve.” 


Claire Burnett, a senior staff nurse in the 
Emergency Dept at the Royal Berkshire 
Hospital, is a former pupil at the school 
and told everyone she’d cycled On Your 
Bike with her family at least 8 times. She 
urged the children to wear helmets. 


100% of all entry fees and monies raised 
in 2017 will be shared between Sonning 
Common Primary School, Sue Ryder 
and the Emergency Department at the 
Royal Berks. @ 


TOP RIGHT: Matt Richardson on his 
vintage Raleigh Chopper. 


RIGHT: Joe Hybert, 9, Matt Richarson, | 
Claire Burnett, Sam Archibald, 10, | 
Rob & Geoff Bowen from AW Cycles. 





WHAT MAKES A VILLAGE? 


Preparations are in full swing for Sonning Common Magazines’ first-ever village talk to 
be held on Thursday 27 April in the village hall. 


The event What Makes a Village? will kick off at 7.45 for 80m with a short talk on the 
topic of villages, presented by SC Magazine columnist, author Tom Fort. 


A small yet varied panel of Sonning Common residents will then explore a range of 
issues central to village life today before the discussion is handed over to our audience, 
who will be invited to join in the conversation. Magazine editor Diana Pearman will close 
the evening with a look forward to our community’s future. 


Hosted by 


Tickets are £3 each (or £5 for two) and 
include a glass of wine or beverage of 
choice. They are now on sale in 





Wee 


x Jom Fort 


Occasions, Wood Lane, or via John 
Pearman on 0118 972 2381. 
Tickets are limited, we 
suggest buying them early 
to guarantee a seat. 


We look forward to seeing 
you, and hearing your 
voice on the 27th. @ 








MY NEW BOOK, THE VILLAGE NEWS - 
WITH TWO GHAPTERS ABOUT SONNING 
COMMON - 1S BEING PUBLISHED NEXT 
MONTH AND THERE WILL BE A LOCAL 
LAUNCH AT THE BELL BOOKSHOP IN 
HENLEY AT 6.30PM ON THURSDAY 6 
APRIL 6 AT WHICH READERS OF THE 
MAGAZINE WOULD BE MOST WELCOME. 


Tom Fort 


SONNING COMMON 
PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 


by Christine Atkinson 
INTERNET SAFETY 


Tuesday 7 February was national Safer 
Internet Day. Although the internet is 
mostly a fantastic asset to us all, there are 
apps and websites that are not so 
fantastic for our younger generation. Most 
of the time they are using social media 
and chat sites to discuss and share ideas, 
music, gossip etc, but sadly it can also be 
used for all sorts of cyber bullying. Stories 
are often in the news regarding young 
people who have suffered terribly from 
this, to the extent that they self harm, or 
even take their own lives. 


SCPS wanted to have an open debate 
about using the internet safely, and 
arranged a gathering of parents (and a 
very good turnout of Year Five and Six 
children) for their first ever Internet Safety 
discussion. 


A panel of ex-students also attended to 
help current students and parents 


navigate their way through the joys and 
uncertainties of using the Internet and 
Social Media through to secondary school. 
The discussion was lively and interesting, 
with tweeted and texted questions in 
addition to those from the audience. Two 
of the school staff Mrs Rae (IT technician) 
and Dr Loader (teacher) organised the 
evening and thanked the audience for 
turning out, and especially the young 
panel. 


Chris Hirst - Headteacher - said of the 
panel you are a credit to yourselves and 
your schools, and your articulate and 
positive answers to questions from the 
floor sent us all home more informed, and 
with plenty to think about. Thank you all’ 


Some of the interesting questions 
received on the night: 


What is the right age to have an email 
account? 


Is musical.ly safe? 





Have you had any problems with social 
media? 


Has your phone ever been hacked into? 


Should people tell a parent if something 
bad has happened on social media and 
why? 


How do you stop your child playing 
games throughout the night? 


Why are there age restrictions? 


Have you ever had a problem with your 
friends on social media? 


Should you or your parents check who is 
following you on social media? 


Have you ever received a rude message? 
Has anyone found out your password? 


How do kids handle jealousy and bullying 
on social media? 


For more information please see https:// 
www.Saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet- 
day/2017 @ 





WORLD BOOK DAY AT SONNING 
COMMON PRE-SCHOOL 


by Colleen Paviour 


Sonning Common Pre-school celebrated World 
Book Day this year by focussing on Dear Zoo, 
by Rod Campbell and What the Ladybird Heard, 
by Julia Donaldson. 

The children described the main 


characters and re-told the stories using 
crafted props. 


Pre-schoolers were encouraged to dress 
up as their favourite book character 














on the days surrounding World Book Day, 
officially on 2 March this year. 


Pre-school Manager, Clare Saunders, said: 
"We saw a range of outfits from Winnie 
the Pooh, Funnybones to Alice in 
Wonderland and Beauty and the Beast.” 


She added: “This term we've also been 
looking at animals and their babies. The 
children loved it when a fictional character, 
Delia the Dragon, visited and left them 
some dragon eggs to look after for a 
week.” 


Sonning Common Pre-school, a charity run 


by a parent-led committee, is located next 
to the primary school in Grove Road. It has 
played a central role in child care in the 
village for over 50 years. @ 





YEAR 5 GO EUROPEAN! 


Year 9 had an exciting term 

3 studying Ancient Greece. In 
February they had a whole day 
workshop where they all arrived 
on a chilly winter morning 
dressed in tunics and sandals! 
The children made mosaic tiles, 
designs in soap and learnt about 
life as an ancient greek. 





Common Potholeshire 


Alan Goswell sent in this photo with this 
suggested rename of Sonning Common. The 
photo was taken on Wood Lane. If you are 
concerned please visit www.fixmystreet.com. 
Large numbers of complaints registered 
might effect a repair!! e 


CHARLIE JARVEST 
(Young Volunteer) 


Charlie Jarvest is a 16 year old young man 
from Sonning Common who has been 
volunteering at Club SC for several months. 
He also attended the club for two or three 
years as a young member, where he 
distinguished himself by helping to run the 
tuck shop. He currently helps in the sports 
hall on Wednesdays for the 10 to 13 year 
old members, where he organises the ball 
games with great skill and ensures the 
young people enjoy their evening. 


Charlie has recently undertaken a Young 
Leaders Course at Oxfordshire Youth and 
has been awarded a Young Achievers Award 
from South and Vale District Council, which 
was presented to him on 22 February by 
the Chairman of SODC, Paul Harrison, 
himself a Sonning Common resident. @ 
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OUR LIBRARY NEEDS 
MORE VOLUNTEERS 


Friends of Sonning Common Library is 
pleased to announce that it has been 
recognised by HMRC as a charitable 
organisation for tax purposes. This means 
any donations to FoSCL are eligible for the 
Gift Aid scheme. 


The Friends recently received two very 
generous donations of £100 - one from 
Sonning Common WI and one from an 
individual library user. Many thanks to 
both from the whole village. 


We are still on the look out for more 


volunteers - please speak to the library 
staff, contact FoSCL direct at 
friendsofsonningcommonlibrary@gmail. 
com or come and find our stall at 
Sonning Common primary school fair on 
17 June. @ 








THOSE WERE THE DAYS 


| have been asked to write my memories 
of the time | ran the Sonning Common 
Youth Club in the early 1960's. 


It started when a group of local people 
in the village advertised for someone to 
run a youth club and for better or worse, 
| volunteered. | was rather apprehensive 
as to how these young people and | 
would get on together. But | had no 
problems, they were a super crowd. 


What happened in the early days of the 
club ie. 55 plus years ago is a bit beyond 
me, so | shall write what | think is 
relevant. 


We used to meet Mondays and Fridays 
at Kidmore End Memorial hall and with a 
membership of close to 100 (I was told 
it was too many) but we got by. 


When the club was established we got 
involved in endless activities, ranging 
from various sporting competitions, 
where we did rather well, to talks, films 
and demonstrations. Probably the most 


prominent speaker was Sir John Hunt 
the first man to climb Everest. The hall 
was overflowing that evening. 


We had a plentiful supply of Rock N Roll, 
three groups | remember ‘The Trends’ 
(local) 'The Raiders’ and 'The Wild Ones’. 
Does anyone remember them? These 
dances went well - no trouble. There was 
a snooker table in the hall in those days 
which was quite well used. 


The Youth group twice entered 
decorated floats at Gala days in Henley, 
people dressed up, although we did not 
win anything but it was fun. One year 
some of the members went on holiday 
abroad. Another year a group of young 
people from Norway stayed with 
families in the village including some of 
the club members. 


| think that brings an end to my 
memories, although a little vague. Many 
thanks to those who helped and 
supported me in those early years. @ 


C. A. Pryke 


VILLAGE COFFEE MORNINGS GO FROM STRENGTH 10 STRENGTH 


At the Village Coffee Morning held in 
February, we were pleased to be able to 
distribute £700 from the proceeds of our 
2016 fundraising efforts. This sum was 
divided between five worthy local 
community projects, which Sonning 
Common WI is proud to support: FISH; 
Club SC; Sonning Common Lunch Club; 
Thames Valley Air Ambulance and Friends 
of Sonning Common Library. The 
beneficiaries have told us how the local 
donations they receive can enhance the 
services they provide locally, which reward 
their aims and ours. 


The atmosphere in the Village Hall was 
buzzing. Many local residents came to 
socialise and enjoy the presentations to 
representatives of the selected projects. 


The ‘Village Coffee Mornings’ were first 
introduced in 2013 by Sonning Common 
Women’s Institute, for the purpose of 
giving our members an opportunity to 
meet during the daytime and, of equal 
importance, to welcome the wider local 
community to join us for a monthly social 
event which involved simply enjoying an 
amiable chat over a tea or coffee in the 


Village Hall. We have been so grateful for support, which is very much appreciated 


by us and the community. @ 


Gill Hayward, Chair, 
Fundraising Committee, Sonning Common WI 


the support we have received from 
villagers over the last four years, and have 
received many positive comments, such as 
“we really look forward to this monthly 
coffee morning; the atmosphere is so 
friendly”. The success, really has gone WI presentation 
FISH: Fred Nickson 


mind at NI DSO) eESLOININIINICMOO)MIMIOIN 
LIBRARY: Jennifer Hutchinson 


THAMES VALLEY AIR AMBULANCE: 
Wloy\-m miele lelials 
CLUB SC: Carol Viney 


WI FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE: 
Gill Hayward 


from strength to strength! 


Sales tables were later introduced in order 
to raise funds for local community projects 
with items available such as costume 
jewellery, paperback books, craft items, 
and hand-crafted greetings cards, all at 
very reasonable prices. Greenshoots 
(Ways & Means Trust) from Peppard also 
support us by having their own sales table 


SIO] NIN NICER OO) IMO) NE MOIN( Gls ROlme)=* 
Freda Buckner 


SCWI: Jenny Ward, President 


of produce such as seasonal vegetables, 
plants, jams etc. 


The Village Coffee Mornings are usually 
held on the first Wednesday of the month 
from 10.30 - 12.00. The next one will be 
on Wednesday 5 April. Future dates are 
publicised on village noticeboards and in 
this magazine’s diary page. We hope to 
see many of you at our next event, where 
you will receive a very warm welcome. 





Thank you all so much for your continued 





LOCAL ESTATE AGENT, DAVIS TATE, 


NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 


APPOINTS NEW MANAGING DIRECTOR 


Davis Tate, has appointment Matthew 
Bates as its new Managing Director. 
Matthew Davis and David Tate, 
following 25 successful years at the 
helm will continue to play an active 
role in the business. 


Matthew - who grew up in Reading 
and continues to live nearby - has 
worked for 12 years as Lettings 
Director within Davis Tate. 


Matthew commented: “Il am obviously delighted to have been 





For the first time in many years the library will be open on Easter 
Saturday, from 9.30am - 12.30pm. There will be a storytime at 10am 
as usual. With the recent demise of the Children’s Centre, local 
health visitors are now holding their Baby Clinics in the library on 
Thursdays from 1 - 2.30pm. (The library is officially closed between 1 
and 2pm, but the doors are open for those with babies) 


Our gadget sessions on Thursday mornings from 10am (for those 
with queries/problems with lap-tops, Macs, androids and 
Smartphones) are proving increasingly popular - it’s a good idea to 
book a slot in advance, to make sure there’s a volunteer on hand to 
help with your particular query. 


A reminder of our regular activities: 


promoted to this new position and look forward to building on 
the success of my predecessors who positioned Davis Tate as 


one of the most successful agencies in the region” 


www.davistate.com 


We would like this opportunity to apologise to our valued 
advertiser, Davis Tate, for the printing error made in their 


advert in the last issue of the magazine. © 


@ davis tate 


¢ Ist and 3rd Mondays (except Bank Holidays) Rhymetime at 10am 
e 2nd Wednesdays: Childminders and Nannies Group meet at 10am 
e Every Thursday from 10am - 12 noon: Gadget drop-in sessions 

e Every Thursday from 1 -2.30pm: Baby Clinic 

e Every Friday from 10am - 12 noon: Scrabble Club 

¢ Every Saturday from 10am: Storytime 


For more information about library activities phone: (O118) 9722448 
Rosemary Dunstan 


Moores Painting, Decorating & 
General Maintenance Services 


Spruce up your Home & Garden! 
5% Discount when you quote: SCMAG 


*interior/ Exterior Painting, Glossing, Staining. *Wall Paper 
Removal/Hanging. “Damaged Walls/Woodwork Repair. 
"Repair & Maintenance of Internal/External Fixtures & Fittings. 
*Fences/Sheds Erection & Repair. "Fence, Shed, Decking — Cleaning, 
Staining, Painting. *Garden Clearance/Maintenance 
We invite you to contact us for a free, no 
obligation quotation. 

Call: 01189 722002 or 07595 906940 


Email: info@®moorespds.co.uk Web: www.moorespds.co.uk 


Pilates Matwork | Group Reformer 
BarreConcept | Ballet Barre | Yoga 





© Beacon Flooring 


A Family Run Business 


Carpet Wood 
Karndean Vinyl 


Free fitting on carpet orders over £150 


16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095 
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk 
WYAVTAWA oY=F-Leelalivexelalire Raemel 


FIRST CHOICE FOR 
BUILDING SUPPLIES THE PROFESSIONAL 


e Competitive Trade e Bricks/Blocks 
Pricing /Aggregates 
, » Bulk Bags ¢ Trade Shop 
| e Specialist Insulation e Plenty of Parking 
| Stockists e Web Offers! 
e Indian Sandstone 


Sat Nav *Terms and 


(@oyareliaieyars 
apply 


ALL PROPERTY MATTERS {iif SOUTH EAST \y 





DEW Fin-m-le-me)gelllemnem-lalaleltigca— 
we have won the Medium Sized 
Agency in the South East for 2016. 
Our award winning teams in your local offices throughout Berkshire 


and Oxfordshire work closely together to ensure that all our buyers, 
sellers, landlords and tenants benefit from our 26 years of experience. 





Agent of the year for Customer Experience as voted 
by customers on AllAgents.co.uk 


lf you're thinking of moving contact Davis Tate the property experts here in 


Sonning Common on 0118 972 4242 or email sonningc(@davistate.com 
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Li fCrfrFaAam™ Ss 
Compre hensive cye 
c MIN tons 
Full continue! lens service 
Free specs for children 
Extensive range of 
designer frames 


Niain agent for /ecliss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free porking 


01 18 947 rt 


WA rovisiny: Mmes co.uk 


i Church St, Caversham, Re Wing Coppers! 2 OW mitre} 

















“We turn feelings into | 





Time 4 Pilates , ¥ 





Want to look and feel great!! 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook — Member of Body Control F Pill ites Association 
Ring | rere ri7OL? or email ci fess. J 
abet SE wi time Anliz nes .oo. uk 





HAVING A CLEAR OUT 


Your local antique dealer is 


always keen to buy 
Clocks, Watches, Instruments, Silver Items, 
Walking Canes, Jewellery & Precious Metals 
And All Old & Unusual Items 


HENLEY ANTIQUES 


House Calls by Appointment 
0118 924 2582 07768 918501 


frednickson@henleyantiques.com 





Kidbys Sheds 
Simply The Best 


28 Kennylands Road —- Sonning Common - Reading 
A Shed Should Be For Life 
Sizes from 4ft x 3ft Up to 30ft x 20ft 


Bespoke doors and window arrangements with building 


colour choices. Fully Insulated Home Offices 


www .kidbys.co.uk 


Contact Michael Loades or Peter Kay 


Tel: 0118 972 3380 
Email: sales@kidbys.co.uk 






Red Kite Electrical 





Top quality electrical work for Sonning 
Common and the South Chilterns since 2006. 
All sizes and types of work undertaken. 


sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
0118 907 1834 


0788 273 7402 
10 Onslow Gardens, Caversham 


Adams Cars 


Your Local Taxi Service 


Taxis - Chauffeurs - Minibuses - Executive Cars 


Rail & Airport Services / Parties / Weddings 
Theatres / Hospitals / Sporting Events 


0118 966 4000 


Office: Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
Www.adams-cars.com info@adams-cars.com 
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Celebrate with us on 
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Hosted by Sonning © 






kp SONNING COMMON 
Be MAGAZINE presents 
AA 


=, 


\ Hosted by 
















All staff are 






Th Holiday \ Chiltern ECS 
ce from 
py the follow! O velcoming aiabs tof 
“children clearly enjoy their 11 Me ae m to ensure each child is valued, 5 
chilaré og and work effectively ae “ange of! sources, activities and outing 
| un environment. 


4 Village? 













fe) The Village Hall 
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Advertise in the 
sonning magazine 


\ 


Prices from just £29 per issue 
for an advert this size 


Perfect for local businesses 
elalemaaclerssiaalsle 





Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381 
or email advertising@sonningcommonmagazine.org 







Shaun Guard “2%; 
TV AERIAL SERVICES~ 


m@ Extra TV Points - 

For aerial and Sky (In HD!) | 
m@ SkyTV- 

Also Foreign Language TV 


™@ Poor Reception Solved 
@ Aerials Repaired & Supplied 


MM TVs - Hung on your 
wall and tuned 


= OXFORD AERIALS 


Or UIENYs)alallay-mOoealeareda 


OFI89 639ET3 


Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


...--And all in the comfort of your 
own home...... 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 





sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 


Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / OF 787 114536 








upplied. 
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Fed up with Iimescale? 


A Water Softener 
would be your solution 
Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


ARTISTS 


PN MLO} Ne 
(Village Hall) 


Sat May 27" 10am - 8pm 
Sun May 28" 10am - 69m 
Mon May 29" 10am - 50m 
YAW AV Var- Tad Foy hors ke Le) alate Mexemel 





BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 


| DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 


CHANGED OR UPGRADED (283621) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


ALL AREAS COVERED eo CALL OUT SERVICE 


1 PULL MEMBER 
01491 680216 /—> bey ietcid 
“ | CRESTWELLHOUSE BES nig 


Keech Lane, ROS UPA @ Woodcote Sr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S.,). BONNER 





py COLLEEN PAVIOUR 


| randomly chose the next visitor to 
the Facebook page. Andrew William 
Morris is a freelance project manager 
in asset management. He lives with 
his family just over the Sonning 
Common boundary, in Peppard. 


“| was born in Emmer Green and lived in 
Caversham my entire life until we moved 
to Peppard six months ago. 


“| went to Chiltern Edge and over the 
years I’ve been involved with Rotherfield 
Peppard and Kidmore End Football 
clubs. 


“My parents, Anne and Frank Morris (now 
deceased), lived in Sonning Common, 
near Kennylands Gym for decades. My 
mother Anne was involved with village 


Green Gym and my father Frank was 
treasurer for the local charity FISH. 


“My in-laws also live in Sonning Common. 


So | definitely consider myself a local.” 


“For many years there wasn’t really much 
change in and around Sonning Common, 
but | think now it’s hitting a turning point 
because the pressure seems to be all on 
development. 


“Village life is what you make of it, and 
it certainly exists, not just in Sonning 
Common, but in Kidmore End, Peppard 
and Gallowstree Common. 


“They’re lovely little places, but things 
could change with the pressure to 
develop. If we’re not careful we’ll end up 
like Reading South where villages have 





been lost, absorbed into one 
urban mass.” 


“Probably the duck pond. | like that it’s 
not on the main road. And | have fond 

memories of days spent on Millennium 
Green where we used to play an annual 
family game of rounders.” 


“| think it’s a double-edged sword. You 
need to cut costs but if it becomes very 
Oxford-centric we'll start to come more 
under the sphere of Reading because 
Oxford is 20 miles away and Reading 

is three. I’m happy for them to combine 
services but local representation will 

be key.” 


20 RACES, 200 MILES TO SUPPORT DAISY’S DREAM 





[/ cuRTAINS, \\ 
|// BLINDS, PELMETS) 
/ TIE BACKS ETC. 


ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 0007 


Kennylands Gymnastics 
(formally Thames Valley 
Gymnastics Club) offer 
a range of classes for 
boys and girls of all 
ages. Classes cater 
for preschool, recreation, 
freestyle gymnastics as well 
as competitive gymnastics for those who 
express the talent and desire. Parties are 
also available on weekends and we even 
provide an opportunity for adults who wish to 
have a go themselves. 


Contact us: Kennylands Gymnastics 

Bird Wood Court, Sonning Common, Oxon, RG4 9RF 
T: 0118 9724 401 / 07846 185 905 

E: kennylandsgymnastics@hotmail.com 
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TREE CARE 


- All Aspects of Tree Surgery 
a a (=Yo(e(- Orsi atiare, 

Psy ielealemCialaceliale| 

- Private and Commercial 


0118 9721003 07813 586735 
info@heightstreecare.co.uk 
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WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING WORK 
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peOILen TAMAXS \y 


pemes SERVICE, REPAIR 
sem & INSTALLATIONS 


"WWW AMAXE .CO.UK ® 


Ei wwrw.facebook.con/AMAXS™ 





Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057 — 
E: info@amaxs.co.uk 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


Graham Blake 


soft furnishing 


Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 
Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 


BRIDGES 


Independent Estate Agents 


We continue to experience 
a high demand for all types 
of property in and around 
Sonning Common 


Here at Bridges, we successfully combine 
traditional values with a modern approach to 
marketing and work extremely hard to achieve 
the very best prices for our clients. Our local 
knowledge ts strong, our service is second to none 
and we are very easy people to deal with! 





If you're considering selling in 2017 
contact Bridges, the Estate Agent 
people are recommending 


oe ait eae sae es 


ok here Seat Pes 
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0118 946 2121 


1 Church Road Caversham Reading RG4 7AA 
Email post@bridgesproperty.co.uk 








ANDREW BURNETT 
AVERY SPECIAL UOLTOR | 


WHO WILL BE MISSED! 6 








py DIANA PEARMAN 


Modesty is the first striking quality which 
shines through any conversation held with Dr 
Burnett. When asked about the changes he 
has seen in the Health Centre over the years 
while he has been in charge, he claims there 
are very few things that he has worked on 
his own. “It is a team and so | cannot take 
individual glory.” In 1985 he took over the 
practice from Dr Hemphill which was already 
very innovative with revolutionary ideas such 
as working as a team with community nurses 
and training GPs. So, it was good environment 
to start in and he thinks it probably took 5 
years to really understand the practice to get 
under its skin and begin to think out of the 
box in a creative way. He is very proud of the 
of the young GPs he has trained and who 
have moved onto practices in Henley, Goring 
and Nettlebed. 


He has taken responsibility for the two 
major developments of the premises, 
transforming it from small to a large 
hulking monolith. The space is needed as 
it houses other services such as district 
nurses, counsellors and physio. Medicine 
is more complex and is no longer a 

‘one man band’. He reminds me of one 
bright young doctor William Bird who 
introduced the Health Walks and Green 
Gym. The health centre is renowned for 
its encouragement of healthy activity and 
Dr Burnett commented that his “little part 
of that was to Introduce, 17 years ago, a 
cycling group every Tuesday evening from 
the time the clocks fall back until they go 
forward. We live in such a wonderful part 
of the world. The OYB village cycling day 
was an initiative | have always supported 
from its inception.” As team doctor on 

a two-week cycling trio round Vietnam 

he was at the back mopping up, both 
physically and verbally. “Cycling is a 
wonderful way to see a country especially 
for meeting the people”. Since then he 





has cycled through Thailand, Laos, Sri 
Lanka Gust after the civil war stopped) 
and Jordan. Asked if it is also a family 
activity he said “most of them cycle but | 
think one of my sons has been turned off 
by my enthusiasm. Recently my wife and 

| cycled in the New Forest and along the 
coast”. He is very keen to do more cycling 
once he has more time. “I just enjoy it, as 
ohysically | am not the speediest”. 


“Recruitment of GPs is a national current 
concern. Training GPs has helped recruit 
to the Sonning Common practice. It reaps 
rewards but it needs space and time. 

The cost of housing is still a an obstacle 
to recruitment in this area, even though 
GPs are well paid. The perception is that 
it is a hard job and less well informed 
politicians are highly critical which does 
not help. The NHS needs good quality 
care from GPs to stop hospitals being the 
first port of call. Not being on call makes 
life easier than in the past but demand 
during the day is much more intense. 
Expectations from patients are much 


i emeeni titel 
watch CENTRE 





higher and patients want instant success. 
It is considered that UK has a world class 
health service. But this is arguable. There 
will never be enough money. We are living 
longer and have more productive lives in 
better health; not so many heart attacks 
or strokes and survival rates for cancer 
are improving. Alongside the better 
health care are the improvements in 

diet and housing. Maintaining people for 
longer is the next challenge as is the cost 
and supply of drugs. But it is what the 
health service should be doing”. 


So how does a Health centre become 
outstanding he replies “Leading an 
outstanding practice requires many 
ingredients and there are really good 
people working here. Additionally, we 
have a patient group who work with us. 
In consequence people feel very warm 
towards us”. 


Health care reforms and care in the 
community is much cheaper than in 
hospitals. But the NHS has put more and 
more money into hospitals rather than 
general practice and yet all the time it 

is expected that more could be done. 
”Sonning Common Health centre can 
absorb a lot of that but practices round 
the country are reaching the limit of what 
is possible”. 


So, if it cannot be done in other areas 
what is the answer? He predicts 





STAN RUST 


“Other parts of the country are making 
increasing use of other clinicians such 

as nurse practitioners, pharmacists and 
paramedics as the first point of contact 
for urgent problems. Triage can work 
but many people come with multiple 
problems and if a doctor is not consulted 
then this could be missed.”. Andrew 
Lansley’s Health Act resulted in funding 
changes and patient choice. Therefore, 
GPs commission services and this requires 
more planning and organisation. 


Townlands has been a big success. 
People’s concern was the loss of hospital 
beds but now that it is fully open it has 
seen and helped a lot more patients. 
Research has shown that even one day 
in hospital leads to a huge loss of muscle 
and the start of dependency. By contrast 
in the Rapid Access Clinical Unit CRACU) 
the patient visits on the day and goes 
home to their own bed. They can then 
be cared for as an out-patient backed 

up by care at home. One of the public’s 
anxieties was the move of resources from 
hospital and onto care in the community. 
RACU is much more effective and costs 
about the same as the hospital beds but 
the clinical care is much better with there 
is quick access to specialists. The other 
part of the resident’s anxiety is the lack 
of social care and there will never be 
enough. Henley has the lowest need for 
social care in Oxon. When it is not there 


FASILY-AGCESSED BLUEBELL W 
IN SONNING COMMON 


Both Bur Wood and Rudgings Plantation are beautiful sights in late April/early May when 
they are covered with masses of bluebells. They can be accessed from the footpath to 
Bur Wood which starts in Kennylands Road, beside property number 110. This is most 
safely reached from the Millenium Green, which has an exit through a metal kissing gate 
almost directly opposite the entrance to the footpath. Walking along Kennylands Road is 
not advised as there are no pavements along the section where the footpath starts. The 
footpath itself is flat and wide, with attractive country views on either side of it for most of 
its length. Access to the field which leads across to the woodland is now by a smart new 
wooden kissing gate, rather than by the old metal stile. The bluebells in the narrow strip of 
Rudgings Plantation on the right of the main path will soon be visible; those in Bur Wood on 
the left are better seen from lower down on the main path. 








the health service picks up the tab. In 
Manchester they are running health and 
social care together but this is difficult 
because social care is means tested but 
health care is not. “Lots of people are 
over 65 in this village but look at the 
great things that happen here. Many 
are powered by the older people FISH, 
Nottakwire, Christmas dinner and lunch 
clubs”. 


With a continuing huge enthusiasm for 
the job why go now? “I am tired. | start 

at 7.40am and leave at 7.30 or even 9pm. 
The job demands stamina and | want to 
stop while | have the physical energy, 
rather than when | am stressed and 
disillusioned.” His term as Locality Clinical 
Director of the Clinical Commissioning 
Group, leading ten practices, is coming to 
an end but he has been asked to stay on 
to chair the group looking at the clinical 
aspect of the local transformation plans 
for the rest of the year. “Il will do some 
out of hours work to keep up my clinical 
practice but nowhere could be as good 
as this”. 


The accolades abound for Dr 

Burnett’s work and many appear in 

the Health Centre newsletter and 

can be found on line. http://www. 
sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk/info. 
aspx?p=8 go to right hand side 3rd sub 
heading, Further information, Dr Burnett 
retirement. @ 
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0 YOU REMEMBER 


“TWO WAY FAMILY FAVOURI 


After World War 2 many British 
Forces remained overseas 

X=) of-] es] X-1e Mm igelenMmaal-Ji a na(-valel-m-lace| 
families. Sundays in those days 
was a very quiet day, all the shops 
were shut and for some, midday 
was the highlight when families 
ako mecelei(o Mave) mman(-X-\melem ii demaaves-x-) 
r=) o} cey-lomexoleio mall al-Minixem dal-m =) =1 Ou) 
programme Family Favourites. A 


ry oX=You t=] m-Yelia(eo)ame)mdalicmelcetele-lanlaat= 
called “Two Way Family Favourites” 
TT al (=Xe MX=) ad ec=m el=J acre) al al-)m-lelaey-le| 
with their families at home via 
requests. 


INTRODUCING FORCES 
BROADCASTING 


BFN or “British Forces Network” started 
way back in the 1940's, during the 


second World War when the then Military 


‘CXolanlantslavel=/ecm k=) iene als land cele) eksmel-1e)(e)\/-10| 
(o)a me) ol=1a-) 8 lel alcm ala\=1e(=1em-valus)anrlialaallalarclale) 
alke)aaat-ldlelane-\omsie lel ahar- lm aalelolamalct-vel-re 
boost of morale was injected into those 
who found themselves many miles from 
home. And so the British Forces Network 
or BFBS (British Forces Broadcasting 
Service) as it is known today was born, 
and where else better to start this 
irolelaat=\\annaelanmme)al-lanuar-lam-maltciccvaamia 
Algiers, where it all began. 


DX=y-) ake Mla ale aal=)anlel-1ecme) mG al-m ele] e)irommual= 

aliNIeclAVAM cole lems alemnci=\dlsicelal elast\>valusl acm is 
a prerequisite for my work, as is a can do 
attitude towards everything. Engineering 
Talon e)aatsi-Jaleoialo)amanlialessmcre)aalsidiaalssomualial.< 
a little differently and a sense of humour 


is an absolute must. | recall on one 
occasion whilst in the role of the radio 
station engineer in Gibraltar, receiving a 
call from a somewhat flustered female 
presenter during the breakfast show. 
Somehow the presenter’s microphone 
fader was stuck in the open position 
and every sound from the studio was 
foro) alemuom-|iauy-Want-lalomel-\siamuemual-m c-lelle 
station in order to resolve this situation 
commenced. There was a ten-minute 
break in the live broadcast when the 
news was played out from the UK, | 
could fix this | told myself. Over patching 
dalomcae cel (omole ha olUl mm ual-manlb qialemel=ss1.4 

was frantically taken apart to find the 
problem. A hairgrip had mysteriously 
Kole late MiGSmY\c>\’anlamrelale mcs iomclaalaaliacemaal> 
laakstoi alt= allots) im aal=xeiat-lalisiaammn<=aarendlaremual= 
o)ni-arellavemiccvaammualsmanlb.<lalemelstsaanicls 
hastily reassembled, the show went 
back to air with seconds to spare. No 


explanation was offered, and remains 
a mystery to this day. The sign on the 
studio door was amended to read, NO 
DRINKS, FOOD, OR HAIRGRIPS TO BE 
TAKEN INTO THE STUDIO. 


My name is Mick Stanyer, a Broadcast 
maate li ater) anyycela.4lale me) andal-m=idld liam ee) gests 
Broadcasting service, who lives in 
srolalaliate mexelanlanle)anm mlampal-macllMmVOle mantel 
forces broadcasting is all about. 


sole l= Nal =) nl sto ice el-) aane) moi aaleleiaml-|cel-ar-lale, 
more diverse organisation known as The 
Services Sound and Vision Corporation 
(SSVC) whose single aim is to serve 
those who serve. Based out of our 

lalat= leo] 0r-) aaa) ecm lam 10 (el .<larelar-laa aliases NL 
Siro esia) biersi0] ©) ele) aul ale mm aate|isin=) ¢-1emelat-) aia, 
whose financial surpluses are donated as 
welfare support for the Armed Forces. 
y-Nalrelalalers)merslanl er-ilelamerclii-omual-m=ile 
Salute is undertaken that raises funds for 


armed forces charities. Recently these 
have included Blesma, The Limbless 
Veterans, Blind Veterans UK, Combat 
Stress, FAB (Families Activity Breaks) 
and Veterans Aid. 


The corporation has a board of trustees 
whose responsibility it is to ensure that 
we do what we were set up to do, and 
our Patron is His Royal Highness The 
DIU) <-meo)mn 40) 4/e 


SSVC is contracted by the MOD to 
deliver television and radio to the UK 
Armed Forces. But this is just the tip of 
the iceberg as we will discover. 


(O@Jalsmeo)mmdalsmantslanandallaveicmualsimests kVA Ome lelsts 
Smlane)daaliatemelarem=veleler-laialemuatsmelelelire 
about just what it is that the British 
Armed Forces actually get up to, and 
what better way to do this than by using 
idalom aal-xollelaame)mac-lel(ommnsl(-\valsilelameslale 
social media and online. SSVC employ a 
small team of engineering staff, the best 
in the business of broadcasting, who use 
every conceivable form of technology 
are mecolaalaalelalrer-iulelamuat-lamism-hV/>]]t-10)(-mKe) 
them. Some undoubtedly you will have 
heard of and maybe even used, others 
WiolU lm nats \yanavelam atohVice 


Let’s take a closer look at how and 
where these services can be found. 


BFBS FORCES RADIO 


FM, AM, DAB, and Online, we broadcast 
everywhere that there is a British Forces 
presence, and yes that even includes 
onboard all Royal Navy and Royal 
malcioley-NOp <I IIc] @Varciall @ksir>) gel] ale mual-mel(e)el= 
bLolUer~|aln O)e1-@nvol0] aur-\VolU| giusmel=lalacm-lale, 
listen live with BFBS Radio and BFBS 
Radio 2, listen again to catch up with 


fe)gele] g-]anlaalsssma atom cele maatohvaatohVccmaalisisicve P 
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nalclale ie 


O@)aMf-lalem =) ml stom ncclellom archVismcinelellekcm-lare 
transmitter sites throughout the world: 


In the UK there is a network of UK 
Bases that also have studios and 


ugolabsiaaliaas) ace ce)aam=telialelelcelamiameatsmarelara 


inom -colausiaaelelaam|amaal-mcvolelaa maida m eat] any, 
others in between. These sites are all 
Hlal.<exe leks Koi qnco md al-m g-le lem al=t-lele|6l-] anal acmial 
LULeaiarelat-laalsiallamersiiale mhdlna mcr aalel ie ce 
protocol layer switching, and other 
al=yaela.dlale maaxeral ave) (ele) [sss7 
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BFBS Gurkha Radio is the voice of the 
Gurkha soldiers whether they are UK 
based or abroad. We broadcast this 
service both worldwide and also locally 


isaelan mole] an-iaero|(omlam .<-laalaat-lalele rm malls 
enables the Gurkhas to keep up to date 
with what is happening in Nepal and 
provides them with a vital link back to 
id alcli aurslaaliilesse 
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AO) boyd al-me-le io mcin-la ola lalm.¢-lealaat-lalelemicls 
kept on air by setting up a temporary 
facility outside of the building and away 
inge)anmd alsmer-)alel-)axe)mr-lillalemel-1¢) aise 
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over the festive season from our UK 
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EASTER TREAT HOLDERS 


THESE CUTE EASTER TREAT HOLDERS 
MAKE A GREAT GIFT OR COULD BE USED 
TO COLLECT GOODIES ON AN EASTER 
EGG HUNT. 


What you'll need: 


° | paper coffee cup and lid 
° Paint 

e Paintbrush 

e 2 novelty eyes 

e 2 pipe cleaners 

° Coloured paper 

° Scissors 

° PVA glue 

° Sticky tape 


Alternatives: 

e Instead of pipe cleaners use concertinaed paper 
or string 

e Paper cups can be covered in paper if your paint 
isn’t thick enough to cover them 

e Why not see what other animals you can make? 


Please send in pictures of your 
creations, we would love to see them. 










1) Before you begin, lay an old newspaper or wipe clean 
cloth on the table 


3) Using the PVA glue, stick the eyes to the outside of 
the cup. 


4) From the coloured paper cut a beak, wings and feet. 
Glue the beak and wings to the cup. 











2) Remove the lid from the coffee cup and paint the cup 
with yellow poster paint. Leave to dry, you may need to 
apply a few coats of paint. 





5) Using glue or sticky tape, stick one end of each pipe 
cleaner to the bottom of the cup. Then stick the paper 
feet to the other end. 

6) Place your cup on the edge of the table and bend the 
pipe cleaners so the legs hang over the edge. 


7) Fill your treat holder with sweets and pop on the lid. 
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UNyoDIATRY 


PODIATRY 


EXPERT HELP AND FOOT CARE FOR: 





® Corns and calluses ® Cracked Heels ® Toenail 
problems ® Verrucae ® Foot pain (including 
heel and ball of the foot pain) ®@ Foot infections 
® Bunions ® Hammer toes ® Orthotics 


® Clearanail™ treatment for fungal toenails 
® Nail surgery for ingrowing toenails 


Highly Qualified HCPC (Health and Care Professions 
Council) Registered Podiatrist (Chiropodist) 


For Appointments Tel 0118 9572102 
Fawley Surgery 
12 Coley Avenue 
Reading RG1 6LQ 
www.undeniably-podiatry.co.uk 


re stared yf The COLLEGE 
aistered RF of PODIATRY 
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COMPANY Cl 
We produce small but perfectly . | 


formed brand and web packages “= 
for startups and small businesses. 


. CONTAGT US 
Call Kevin on: 07887 902 376 TODAY ABOUT OUR 


Email: hello@thelittlewebcompany.com PACKAGES 
www.thelittlewebcompany.com 


Laurence Hansen 


Household and Property Services 


Carpentry, Plumbing & Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 
Concrete & Brickwork 

Fences, Sheds & Greenhouses 
Irrigation systems 

Projects & Repairs 


07792 477784 info@thewoods.myzen.co.uk 


Wood View, Reades Lane, Gallowstree Common 


Saturday 6" May — Open Da 
at 60b Wood Lane 


We shall be opening our doors for a special 


open day on Saturday 6"" May 2017. 


box financial planning 


Please pop in for a friendly chat and to keep everyone happy, there 
will be a special ‘Lego Star Wars’ display for the Children (and ‘Big 
Children’) to view along with Lego to build/play with and 
refreshments to welcome you to Box Financial Planning. 


In the interim, if you have any Pension, Investment, Mortgage, 
Protection or associated advice needs, please contact us fora 
free and without obligation financial review. 


info@box-financial-planning.co.uk - www.box-financial-planning.co.uk 








Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, 


Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, 


Kitchens and Bathrooms 
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work 


Property Management & Lettings 
Please call Roger on O7752 759908 


WIKRE = Set invan idyllic village locatign, our amall, friendly 
ny mn preschool creates a very apectal environment 
a) for children pulded by a team of highly qual ited, 
as 1 OS canng Staff. Please Contact us for detalls 
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With excellent links to Kidimore End — 
Primary School and only 5 minutes 
from Caversham, Sonning Common, 
Paopand and Emmner Creer, 
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Whatever you want 
to store... 


...for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or just 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible 
service at Shiplake. 


With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level and 
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 


Only 10 minutes 
drive from 
Sonning Common 
in Shiplake 





HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE 


01189 404163 


www.barn-store.co.uk 





Computer repairs 





Specialist in home-user & small business support: 
Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 
data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis 


Over 10 years experience 


0 0759 898 3292 [<] jason@millwardit.co.uk 


millwardit.co.uk 











We have been bading in the village for 
over 60 years 


LEE PROS SroOonNS ORS 
DHE LAS A PH Es 
DoS POR THE ABI 
BINFIELD HEATH Coe 4 


Wie have oh fachioned friendly Service 


We can't stock everything bat we can 
get oaost things for your pet! 


We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


(OME AN DSEE US Tt 


www.petcountrysu lies.co.uk 


SAVE MONEY WITH 


CHECK OUT 
THE MONTHLY 
OFFERS AT 
OUR SHOP 
OR 
WEBSITE 
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Parish news 


A TRIUMPH FOR LOCAL DEMOCRACY 
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MIKE DOCKREE 
WINDOWS 


We provide and fit 
-Windows 
-Doors 
-Conservatories 
In a colour of your choice and also 
-replace misty and damaged glass 
-hinges, handles and locks 
We can also give your conservatory roof an 
upgrade both in material and colour. 
We also provide . 
and fit: 
-Fascia 
-Soffits 
-Guttering 
-Cladding 
Our windows and conservatories come with a 


comprehensive 10 year guarantee, full 
independent inspection with all certificates 


Mike Dockree has over 30 years’ experience 
For your free quotation 


Ring: 01189724376 
or 07785928190 
Email: mad@windows2002.fsnet.co.uk 


10% discount on windows & doors 
when you quote MAD2017 





Claire Haynes Local Gardening Services 


Expert Pruning, Planting, 
Border Cultivation and 


much more 


07970 200643 





(J Jefferies 01491 845575 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES keith.jefferies@jcslimited.co.uk 


An Accountant That Will Save You Time & Paper Work 


Excellent customer service & free initial consultation 
e Self-Assessments ¢ Corporation Tax Returns CUTLA 
e Business Advice e Accounts urea, eae me 


WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, 
Replacement Cushions, Chair Caning, 
French Polishing & Furniture Repairs 
LIZANNE SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


Paul’s Painting and Decorating. 
Plastering. Carpentry. 
mace) oly aavar- lace Mmer-lne(:Tamiur-liaik-var- later 


07583 623040 or 0118 9473735 


Friendly,Local, 30+ Years Experience ,Free Quotes 


BU 


Purveyors of High Quality Meats to the Retail and Catering Trade 
BBO and Spit Roast Spectalists 


Visit our new website 


www.carlwoodsbutchers.co.uk 





i  & The finest Local Produce, at surpristagly affordable prices 
_ “Free Local Delivery** 


bkg Minced Beef just £24.90 Free Range Shoulder of Pork just £17.99  bkg of Chicken Fillet just £23,90 


FOOD HYGIENE RATING 


o~ 


OD®2OOO 


VERY GOOD 


# 
rd 


4 
2 
A 


VA 


‘\ 
SAA 











Why do they insist of referring to cloud 
“bubbling up”? Why does thunder 
invariably come in “odd rumbles”? 
What on earth do they mean by “a few 
drops of rain” - is that a few thousand, 
a few million, a few tens of millions? 
Would someone please tell me what 
“organised rain bands” are and what a 
disorganised rain band would be like if 
| met it? 


One of them - Philip Avery, who often 
does the Radio Four forecast - has a 
fatal weakness for the word “fare”. He 
gives us “mixed fare”, “frosty fare”, 
“showery fare”. What in God’s name 


can he mean? 


COOK'S 


HOT GROSS BUNS - makes 12 





WEATHER 


And why do they have to try and nanny 
us - tell us to take a brolly, slap on 

the factor 50, pull on the wellies, even 
check the anti-freeze - as if we were 
children who couldn’t work out these 
things for ourselves? 





But my main gripe is not over the 
horrible injuries they do to our mother 
tongue. It concerns geography - or 

is it topography? | can forgive them 
their fondness for locating phenomena 
in the Cheshire Gap or the Great Glen, 
because | don’t live in Cheshire or 
Scotland and am therefore not worried 
that | have no idea where these 

places are. 


What | object strongly to is the way 
they divide the southern part of Britain 
into east and west, which happens 
most of the time. Where is Sonning 
Common? Is it west, or Is it east? 


SIMNEL GAKE - serves 12 


Of course it’s neither - it’s central. But 
how often do they pause to tell us 
what is in store for Central Southern 
England? They leave it to us to work 
how long it will take for whatever is 
happening in the west to reach us on 
its progress east. 


It’s simply not good enough. 














DOMESTIC ¥ INDUSTRIAL # COMMERCIAL 


“call today for a free estimate” 


01491 651356 
www wheelers-electrical.co.uk 
Tel: 0118 9723010 bet 1080 | 
Email: NJCox.plastering@hotmail.com 


Langley Arboriculture Ltd are an 
Environmentally, Friendly Company 
Specialising in Customer Service 
whilst Providing a Professional 
Approach to Modern Tree Surgery. 
All our Staff are Highly Skilled Tree 
experts who know and understand 
your Regional Habitat. 


tesa LANGLEY ARB LTD 
DS. ARBORICULTURE SERVICES 


=> 4ol=1au- ml amO@re)aalaat-lceyt-|m-laleom Plojaal-\-jilemmig-(-m-l0lae(-1a\/ 


Tree Reductions & Thinning | Hedge & Shrub Trimming 
Arboriculture Consultations | Supply & Planting 


gral 





Proud members of Se Bs 
Checkatrade.com (®: 


Where reputation matters 


Telephone 0800 0385434 « Mobile 07775 959579 


Email: Enquiries@Langleyarb.com ° www, Langleyarb.com 


APPROVED 
COSTAL Tie 


DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 
ROOFING & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE 


ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


Free quotations ¢Upve sofits & fascias 
Roof repairs & surveys ¢Chimneystack works 
¢Flat roofs — all types ¢lnsurance backed 
of long term systems guarantees 
¢Slate/tile work ¢Lead works 
¢Dormer & Velux windows *Re-roofs ones 
CHAS Registered 
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Bondright Roofing Services 
Freephone: 0800 1692361 or Henley 01491 5/9659 














Mercurial Systems Ltd 


You can call us FREE on | Ss lire 


FREE spot & Stain remover with every clean A w rw a 


30 





TEXTUREPLUS 


ALL MAKES SERVICING 


Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Artexing & Coving / Solving Artex Problems 
Floor & Wall Tiling / Wallpaper Hanging / Plastering 
Kitchens / Bathrooms / Roof & Guttering Maintenance 
Carpentry — Doors + Architraves + Skirting 


N iA Som, “ny ge -4 
“. ~ / 


—- | =. : 
(Quality Comes As Standard) 
30 Years Experience / NHBC Awarded / PPL Insured 
Insurance Work Undertaken 
Tel: 0118 972 1442 or Mobile: 07880 542363 


Based in Sonning Common 


BOSCH Diagnostics 

Service & Repair 

Air Conditioning Service & Re-Gas 
ATA Highly Qualified Technicians 
Free Collection & Delivery 





Courtesy Cars Available 


: GIRL POWER 
Sonning Common Vauxhall 


Female Electrician 
Local — Honest — Reliable 
please call Jess 07870 507749 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU for all vour electrical needs 


Service Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm ¢ Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 
WYMAN astelaelialereoveaaalelaneepcatelumeelaamy || T!: (0218) 9573804 Builders & Decorators 


Mob: 0774 392 9649 
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com 


your next on production of this voucher 14 Sheridan Avenue Caversham Reading RG4 7QD ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS 





THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 


PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

FROM A FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS: 

LATER LIFE PRE-PLANNING, 

BESPOKE TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS, 
MONUMENTAL MASONS AND BEREAVEMENT CARE 


NAAN Ast eiicltcslmerenel 4 
HENLEY 01491 4134364 CAVERSHAM 0118 9477007 
READING 0118 957 3650 


ad 
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Funeral Plans: y 
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Mrs E Hudson 
Member 





Serving suggestion. Subject to availability. 











Church news 


ST MICHAEL'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, PEPPARD 
ROAD, SONNING COMMON 


Fr Michael Sharkey, our new parish 
priest, is settling into life in Sonning 
Common having spent eighteen 

years as a parish priest in Lichfield, 
Staffordshire. In January, we were 
delighted to host the Christian Unity 
service and welcome many people from 
the other churches in the local area. The 
service was developed by the churches 
in Germany and somewhat unusually 
involved the building and dismantling of 
a brick wall. 


Our thoughts are now turned to Lent 
and Easter. As a community, we have 
decided that during Lent we will once 
again support ReadiFood, Reading’s 
food bank. As we try to make sacrifices 
during Lent, donations of food and cash 
has been collected for ReadiFood. 


Our Holy Week services will be as 
follows: 


Monday 10 April - 7.30pm 
Lenten Reconciliation Service 


Maundy Thursday 13 April - 7.00pm 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 


Good Friday 14 April 
10.00am - Walk of Witness starting at 
Christ the King 


5.30 for 6pm, finishing at 8pm. 


We had 78 people join us last year and had 
a very enjoyable evening © 


FOOD OF THE WORLD ery 


Sonning Common Free Church is hosting a 'Food of the 
World’ evening at the village hall on Saturday April 1st, 


We'd love to welcome as many people from the village 
as possible - it will be a mix of family orientated games, 
international food, and items of cultural interest. 


Noon - Stations of the Cross for children 


3.00pm - Celebration of the Passion of 
the Lord 


7.00pm - Stations of the Cross 


Holy Saturday 15 April - 8.00pm 
Easter Vigil Mass 


Easter Sunday 16 April - 9 & 10.30am 
Easter Masses 


Check the parish website www. 
saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk to 
access our weekly newsletter for up to 
date information. 


We are conscious that there are people 
who have been away from the Church for 
some time or are new to the area and are 
either hesitant or uncertain of how to get 
involved again. If you are in this situation 
please visit St Michael’s at 10.30am, 
Saturday 29 April for a look round and an 
informal chat or give us ring or email at 
any time. 


Contact details: phone 0118 972 3418 
email stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 


KIDMORE END AND CHRIST THE KING 


Maundy Thursday - 8pm 
Benefice Service at St John’s Kidmore 
End 


Good Friday - 2pm 
Benefice Service at St John’s 
Kidmore End 
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Easter Day - 9.30 
Eucharist at Christ the King, Sonning 
Common 


11.00 - Eucharist at Christ the King, 
Sonning Common 


SONNING COMMON FREE CHURCH 


Easter day 4.30pm - service for the 
whole family, all welcome. 


BREAD AND SOUP LUNCH TO SUPPORT 
OXFAM'S WORK IN SYRIA 


Come and join us at Christ the King 
Church Hall, Sedgewell Road, Sonning 
Common, RG4 9TA at 12.15pm on 
Wednesday 8 April for delicious 
home-made vegetable soup, bread, 
fruit, tea or coffee and listen to 
Oxfam representative James Webb 
talk about the crisis in Syria. He will 
include accounts of individual families 
who've lost so much but are now being 
supported by Oxfam to survive and 
rebuild their lives. The lunch is free 
and there will be an opportunity to 
make a donation to Oxfam. BOOKING 
ESSENTIAL. 


Phone Ann Butler-Smith 0118 972 1871, 
Jenny MacGregor 0118 947 2855 or 
Sue Nickson 0118 972 4520. You will 
be made very welcome! Lifts can be 
arranged. 





SPICK” SPAN 


DOMESTIC 
CLEANING SERVICE 
* Reliable, friendly & trustworthy, 
* One-Off Cleans 
* All equipment and supplies provided 
Competitive Rates 
Please call Louise for a free quotation. 


Tel: 07914 295 167 / 0118 941 8172 


Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common. 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 


HENLEY GLAZING AND WINDOW CENTRE LIMITED 


Glass Supply, Glazing Service 01491 629901 


Suppiers & Installers of: 
UPVC, Aluminium and 


Timber Windows 


Mirrors, Shelves, Table Tops 
Sealed Units, Lead Lights =, 


ie 


Registered Company 


Locks, Secondary Glazing Doors and Conservatories 


Shower Screens Facias, Sofits and Guttering 
Workshop: Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA 
Fax: 01491 629904 Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OGHWCCCL LOG 
* Fully Air-Conditioned 


* Large Groups Catered For 
* Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
AWA AXelalaliay-xexe)aalaare)alY=r-lela eo nbl4 


* MANICURE * PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
*WAXING * LASHAND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 
week please ring to check availablity 








Faster. 
Sell with Knight Frank. 


r understanding of the ever-changing market 
les us to price your property accurately. And 
Over 91%* of our properties selling 

Withinel0% or above the asking price, you can rely 
elpmatslie|) Mme | Mkemel-1 mi follmorleluiiler 


_ ee 
Find out*more, Visit 


> 


"Basechon properties in Henley contracts though Knight Frank from January 2016 to January 2017 
Might Frank Healey _ 
The FISH Volunteer Centre runs regular door-to-door shopping trips to Tesco in Henley every Monday morning and to Henley Waitrose, wit 5 Th, a. =_— 


Henley Farmers Market, Morrisons in Reading and Reading Town Centre every month. 


' ie @KF Chilterns 
The programme of shopping and leisure trips for each month is published and distributed on 20th of the preceding month and Teac 738807. ' a! al @nTheMarket or 
bookings are taken from that date. Copies of the programme are available the FISH Volunteer Centre, Sonning Common Library, the aa : os ' 

Christian Community Action shop, Pet Country Supplies and on request from Carson’s Chemist. The monthly programme of trips is Henley@knightttank.com 

posted on noticeboards in both Peppard and Sonning Common. | KrfightFrank.co.uk/Henley 


Details of all minibus trips can also be found on the FISH website www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 
For more information and to book any trip call 0118 972 3986 any weekday between 09.30 and 11.30 a.m. 





9 Functional * recone ng cose, 
AS Physio 


Reading, RG4 9SW 
a & Pilates 


) Back & Neck pain 






» Shoulder Injuries 
» Muscle / Joint Strains » Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
) Ligament Sprain ) Pre/ Post Natal Exercise 
» Sports Injuries ») Respiratory Conditions 


) Whiplash Injuries ) Lower Limb & Foot Problems 


» Appointments available every day 
) Pilates classes throughout the week 
01189 722 745 
)functionalphysio.co.uk 

n at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 
| Professions Council and are recognised by all major 
companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP. 


Jo Pereira MCSP 
Catherine Matthews MCSP 
Chartered Physiotherapists 












www.functionalphysio.co.uk 
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Tereena Hartin 


PERSONAL TRAINER 
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nutrition advice, please contact Tereena: 
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Autoservices Ltd, 
Tel: 01189 724036 


..<Competitive Prices 
...Excellent Service 


Servicing and Repairs on any make 
Tyres @ Batteries ¢ Exhausts 
MOT @¢ Car Sales 


Mike Farina Auto Services Ltd, 


21 Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common, 
Reading, RG4 9TA 


Your Long Established Local Garage 


0118 972 4036 
facebook. 


Golden 


Charter 
7 Funeral 
Plans 


£40 John Lewis voucher or 
£40 donation to Sue Ryder Care 


with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert 
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Barrs Insurance 


Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 
Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 


¢ House & Contents * Business »« Liabilities 
¢ Travel * Landlords « Professional Indemnity 


«Horse * Shops « Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 


If It’s Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 


O118 924 2603 


mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www .barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby’s Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT 
Authorised and Regulated by FCA 





Tel: (01491) 573370 


www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


@® TaiChiClasses @& 


Do you need to improve your balance, 
coordination or strength? 


Want to improve your sense of wellbeing? 


Gentle mind, body and spirit exercises 
Ideal for all ages and any fitness level 


Daytime, Evening and Weekends Classes 
Contact Karen on 07867 954 786 


@® www.karenpounds.co.uk 


